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The following is a list of suggestions that I have compiled based in part on my experience as a 
hearing-impaired scholar that regularly attends conferences, and in part on what I have observed 
with colleagues and students that have an array of accommodation needs.1  
 
How to be accessible at your next conference presentation: 
 

• Be flexible, generous, and willing to accommodate an array of accessibility needs.  
 

• Bring 2 large-print (18 font, double-spaced) copies of your talk. Before you begin 
your talk, ask the attendees in the room if there is anybody that would like to see a print 
version of your talk.  If you are worried about your work circulating without your 
permission, you might write “not for circulation” and/or “please return to author at end of 
panel” at the top of your paper. Keep in mind that there are many reasons why somebody 
would prefer to follow your paper in a print format. Do not be the scholar that withholds 
sharing a print version of your presentation because of the assumption that others are 
trying to pilfer your ideas.2 

  
• Make available a handout of powerpoint slides. 

 
• Speak as clearly as possible and at a moderate pace without covering your mouth. 

Avoid reading your talk quickly at all costs. Rehearse your talk beforehand to get a sense 
of your time constraints. 

 
• If there is an ASL interpreter at your panel, do your best to work with them. Make 

available to the interpreter a copy of your talk ahead of time, if possible. Remember that 
not all of your concepts will be familiar to translators, who are typically not specialists in 
your field. Be willing to take the time to explain your argument. 
 

• Make your powerpoint presentation accessible. Here are some tips for how to 
accomplish this: 

 
o Use sans serif font styles, minimum 36 point font.  
o Do not go beyond six lines of text per slide. If you have a long quote, divide it 

among two slides if necessary. 
o Avoid using outlandish colors or design schemes. Stick to basic, high-contrast 

models, either black font on white background, or white font on black background. 
o Describe to your audience in detail any images or graphics you choose to include 

in your slide show.  
o Include transcriptions for audio and visual files. 
o Give a title to every slide. 
o Avoid distracting slide transitions and graphics. 

 



• If you are a panel chair: 
 

o Do your best to strike a balance between managing time and accounting for 
speech variability. Try not to get too hung up on the amount of time it takes a 
panelist to present a paper. Of course, there are time restrictions for which we 
ultimately need to account, but remember that everyone speaks at varying paces, 
and that some presenters stammer.  

o Ask your panelists ahead of time if there are accessibility needs that they might 
have. In the past, for example, panel chairs have repeated to me questions from 
soft-spoken attendees. Such thoughtfulness can assuage some of the anxiety that 
disabled presenters feel. 

 
Finally, remember that accessibility helps everyone, not just people with disabilities. By 
keeping in mind these suggestions, you will present your research in a clear, efficient manner, 
and your work will have a larger footprint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
																																																								
1 A few of these suggestions are also derived from web resources such as:  
http://accessibility.psu.edu/microsoftoffice/powerpoint/ 
https://www.aucd.org/conference/index.cfm/presentation-details-and-accessibility2013 
https://www.w3.org/WAI/training/accessible.php 
 
2 At a panel a couple of years ago, I witnessed a scholar that refused to provide a print version of 
his talk to a deaf panel attendee who relies entirely on ASL and reading to participate in 
conferences. 	


